3

Student’s Name
Professor’s Name
Course
[bookmark: _GoBack]Date 
Research Outline
Defending Slavery
Introduction
a) For a long time, slavery has been a long standing problem inflicting humanity. People have been enslaving one another with a lot of justification from various philosophers and religious beliefs. However, some thinkers have been opposed to slavery for quite a long time. This paper will look at various arguments by scholars and determine the way forward.
b) Thinker defended their positions on slavery given the various reasons and convictions they had.
c) Thomas Jefferson compares blacks to animals; some religious defenders of slavery opined that the Bible supports slavery hence making some races superior to others. Paul Finkelman in his book brings out various theories and perspectives that defend slavery. 
d) Paul Finkelman presents the religious, legal, economic, and historical classical defense.
Economic Argument
M: Slavery was important to the economy of America.
E: The strength of a nation depends on its wealth which lies in exports. Plenty of America’s exports were produced by slaves making it valuable to the system.
A: Cotton production was a major economic boost as most slaves worked on cotton fields. Therefore, an attack on slavery was an economic attack.
L: Profits resulting from economic activities done by slaves who provided cheap labor was reason enough to defend slavery.
Religious Evidence
M: Israel’s holiness was the foundation of a defense of slavery.
E: Various people in the Bible had many slaves – Abraham, Job, and the Kings. Paul seems to encourage slavery when he writes to the Corinthians encouraging slaves to be satisfied with their wages.
A: The Bible never fought slavery but encouraged the masters to use biblical principles to handle their slaves.
L: The bible presents enough evidence in support of slavery.
Legal Defense
M: Whites or blacks who challenged slavery were charged in law courts.
A: The constitution did not provide any clear provisions to protect black slaves from their masters.
E: Judge Taney found that the Blacks had no rights which were to be respected by the whites because neither the slaves nor their descendants had been accepted as a people in society.
L: The legal system legalized slavery by defending it.
Political Defense
M: An attack on slavery would result in civil war. It also made democracy to function.
A: War between classes threatened democracy as such fights led to economic instability and threatened the implementation of laws.
E: Slaves could not participate in a democracy as they would undermine democracy.
L: Such positions worked in defense of slavery.
Conclusion
a) Various thinkers had different reasons for defending slavery, and it worked for them.
b) The Legal, economic, political, and religious defense of slavery was universally accepted by the society making slaves lack any voice.
c) The American society defended slavery making it difficult for slaves to engage in democracy. They used religion to approve it while the lack of rights in the legal system as well as their use for economic benefit encouraged slavery.
d) The documents used in this essay are important as they highlight the historical injustices used to perpetrate slavery by the ancient thinkers.
e) I have learned from these documents that slavery was defended for reasons that aimed at enhancing economic growth, political success and gaining more influence.
